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SUBJ: OMAN - AND THE GULF 

1. IN MEETING CHARGE KILLGORE AND I HAD WITH BAHRAIN'S 
RULER SHAIKH ISA, PRIME MINISTER KHALIFA AND FONMIN MOHAMED 
MOBARAK MAR 16, SHAIKH ISA ASKED ME HOW DHOFAR WAR WAS GOING. 

I REPLIED MILITARY SITUATION APPEARED BE REASONABLY WELL IN HAND; 
IRANIANS HAD BEEN GENEROUS WITH MUCH NEEDED ASSISTANCE. 

HOWEVER BASIC PROBLEM IN SOUTHERN ARABIA BY NO MEANS YET ON WAY 
TO SOLUTION AND NOT LIKELY TO BE UNTIL ARABS INTERESTED IN 
STABILITY IN THIS AREA LENT A HAND ALSO. 

2. SHAIKH ISA SAID IT WOULD BE WORRYING IF IRAN "GOT IN TOO DEEP" 

IN OMAN. ON OTHER HAND, HE OBSERVED, ONE HAD TO COUNT ON HIS 
FRIENDS, AND IRANIANS HAD CERTAINLY COME THROUGH FOR SULTAN QABUS. 
MOREOVER, IT WAS BETTER THAT IRANIANS PROVIDE ANY DIRECT 
MILITARY HELP NEEDED THAN ANYONE OUTSIDE PENINSULA-GULF AREA, 
INCLUDING US. I SAID SULTAN QABUS WAS CLEARLY VERY GRATEFUL 

FOR ASSISTANCE HE HAD RECEIVED AND WAS ONE TO STICK WITH PROVEN 
FRIENDS. HOWEVER, HE ALSO FULLY UNDERSTOOD IMPORTANCE OF ARAB 
ROLE IN SOLUTION OF DHOFAR PROBLEM, AND THE MORE GENERAL POLIT- 
ICAL PROBELM OF TRYING BRING RECONCILIATION BETWEEN OMAN AND 
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3. PM KHALIFA SAID SAUDIS SHOULD INDEED OFFER HELPING HAND TO 
OMAN - ON DEVELOPMENTAL SIDE IF THEY DID NOT BELIEVE MILITARY 
AID WAS WISE. OMAN, HE ASSERTED, NEEDED HELP ON BOTH ECONOMIC 
AND MILITARY FRONTS. 

4. 1 SAID I HAD OFTEN TOLD KUWAITIS AND OTHER ARABS IN GULF 
THAT THEY COULD NOT EXPECT AS CRUCIAL AN AREA AS GULF TO REMAIN 
IMMUNE TO THE CONCERN AND EVEN INTERFERENCE OF OTHERS IN THEIR 
AFFAIRS UNLESS THEY WILLING TO COOPERATE AMONG THEMSELVES IN 
SECURTIY MATTERS TO DEMONSTRATE TO WORLD THAT SUCH ATTENTION 
WAS UNNECESSARY OR WAS FRUITLESS. 

5. PM KHALIFA AGREED. FURTHERMORE, HE SAID, LEADER WORTHY OF 

HIS SALT WAS CONSTANTLY ALERT TO SITUATION. TOOK ACTION PROMPTLY 
AND BOLDLY, AND DID NOT OVERLY CONCERN HIMSELF WITH HIS CRITICS. 
SUCH A MAN, SAID KHALIFA, WAS THE SHAH. 

6. NEAR END OF MEETING SHAIKH ISA SAID HE HOPED THAT US REL- 
ATIONS WITH SAUDI ARABIA WOULD ALWAYS REMAIN STRONG. I SAID 
US AND SAUDI ARABIA WOULD NEED EACH OTHER EVEN MORE IN 
FUTURE THAN IN PAST. AND IT WAS MY OPINION THAT US-SAUDI TIES 
WERE JUST ABOUT UNBREAKABLE. 

STOLTZFUS 
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